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Most college sports are canceled; players and coaches react. Sports 


Professional sports seasons in turmoil, including MLB delay. Sports, Page 7C 


Performers postponing concerts and other events in Omaha. Midlands 


Fear of coronavirus means championship won't be held 
here for the first time since it moved to Omaha in 1950 


By Henry J. CORDES 
AND REECE RISTAU 


WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS 


There will be no joy in Dinger- 
ville. The College World Series has 
struck out — fanned by COVID-19. 

For the first time since the se- 
ries made Omaha its home in 1950, 
college baseball’s national cham- 
pionship won’t be hosted here this 
year, falling victim to the nation- 
wide effort to curb the spread of 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

Thursday’s CWS announcement 


Stocks slide into bear market with biggest drop since 1987. Page 8A 


Omaha orld-Herald 


CWS cancellation is ‘severe blow, Stothert says 


was the biggest in a surreal day 
of disruptive news in Nebraska 
related to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
Classes were canceled in public 
schools and college campuses. 
Concerts were postponed. Sport- 
ing events were scrapped. 

The CWS announcement was 
one of the biggest stunners to ev- 
eryone. Janice Vosler, for exam- 
ple, realized that come June, for 
the first time since 1982, she won’t 
be sitting in her seats behind home 


See CWS: Page 2 


The NCAA has 
announced that 

all remaining 
winter and spring 
championships are 
being canceled 
over concerns of 
the coronavirus, 
including March 
Madness and the 
College World 
Series. Whether 
the Olympic Swim 
Trials, currently set 
for June in Omaha, 
will still be held 
here is up in the air. 


ANNA REED/THE 
WORLD-HERALD 


ROLLING WITH THE PUNCHES 


Nyy 


KAYLA WOLF/THE WORLD-HERALD 


Sparse fan sections cheer for Bellevue West and Elkhorn during the first day of the boys state high school basketball tournament at Pinnacle Bank Arena on Thursday. 


OPS cancels school next 
week; other districts 
cancel Friday classes 


By Emity NITCHER AND JOE DEJKA 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS 


The coronavirus has triggered the first 
school closings in the Omaha metro area. 

The Omaha Public Schools announced 
Thursday that it will close schools next 
week because of coronavirus concerns. 

The district, Nebraska’s largest with 
just over 53,000 students, has been on 


spring break this week. 


Other local districts announced they 
would close on Friday or extend planned 
spring breaks. Several districts are on 


spring break next week. 


OPS Superintendent Cheryl] Logan said 
in a letter that the decision was made af- 
ter “careful consultation with state and 


local officials.” 


The district said it will work with state 
and local officials to determine what to 


do after next week. 


OPS Foundation Kids Club also will be 


By Dirk CHATELAIN 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


LINCOLN — Twenty minutes af- 
ter tipoff, the Southeast High School 
parking lot sounds like the school li- 
brary on Friday night. Except for one 
lively pocket in the far corner. 

That’s where a cluster of Randolph 
Cardinals fans huddle around a new 
TV on a Dodge Ram tailgate. 

The pink sign on the school door 
says “Limited Venue Access Must Be 
On Pass List.” These 10 tailgaters may 
be closer to their high school basket- 
ball team than most blood relatives, 
but they aren’t “immediate family.” 
So they’re out here with the chirping 
birds. 

“We didn’t make the cut,” says 
Kathy Eledge, whose son is a Ran- 


Fans not on ‘pass list’ make 
do with iPhones, Facebook 


dolph student manager. “Not on that 
list.” 

An unforgettable opening day at 
the boys state tournament featured 
all kinds of coronavirus quirks: no pep 
bands, no cheerleaders, a yellow cur- 
tain walling off one side of Southeast’s 
sym. 

When a convoy of blaring firetrucks 
rolled into Southeast’s parking lot just 
after noon, fear rippled across the 
concrete. What happened? Everyone 
OK? Thank God, it was just Palmyra’s 
rescue squad giving its team a hero’s 
escort before its state tournament 
opener. 

But nothing Thursday stood more 
out of place than a merry band of Ran- 
dolph tailgaters who drove 150 miles 


See Basketball: Page 2 


Local hospitals prepare 
for possible surge in 
coronavirus cases 


By JULIE ANDERSON 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Omaha-area hospital systems are 
ramping up to manage what could be a 
large influx of patients sickened by the 
novel coronavirus as public health offi- 
cials seek to slow the virus’s spread. 

The Nebraska Medical Center this 
week prepared to relocate pediatric pa- 
tients from the seventh floor of Universi- 
ty Tower in order to clear that space for 
additional coronavirus patients. 

CHI Health, which has the capacity to 
admit 350 patients now in Nebraska and 
western Iowa, could scale up to 1,000 
beds if necessary. 

Methodist Health System plans to 
move patients to different floors if it 
needs to manage a crush of coronavirus 
patients, and it has a tent available that it 
can set up for screening. 

Even as the health systems prepare, 
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